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DEPARTMENT	OF	GEOGRAPHY	

	

	
GEOGRAPHY	324	

Spring	2016	

Course	Outline	
GEOG	324	Directions	in	Geography	

	
	
INSTRUCTOR:	 Dr.	Jutta	Gutberlet	 	
Office:	 SS&M	B312	
Phone:	 	 472	4537		
E-mail:		 	 gutber@uvic.ca	
	
		

Lectures:		 TWF	12:30	pm	-	1:20	pm	 	
Location:		 Cornett	Building	B111	 	 	
Office	Hours:		 Wednesday	1:30-2:30		
	 or	by	appointment

	
COURSE	OVERVIEW	

This	course	examines	geographic	thoughts	and	practices.	We	will	briefly	review	the	early	to	
contemporary	 development	 of	 geography	 as	 a	 discipline.	 We	 will	 identify	 the	 broad	
spectrum	 of	 different	 approaches	 and	 methods	 applied	 within	 the	 discipline.	 What	
differentiates	 geographers	 from	 other	 scholars?	 What	 specific	 contributions	 can	 the	
discipline	give?	How?	We	will	discuss	the	diverse	ways	of	doing	geography,	from	physical	
to	human	geography	and	the	in-betweens.		

The	proposed	readings	focus	on	the	overarching	theme	“waste”	and	apply	different	lenses	
to	analyze	various	aspects	and	diverse	questions	related	to	this	theme.	Students	will	apply	
their	own	geographic	 interests	 in	 their	 individual	research	project,	 focused	on	one	of	 the	
multiple	approaches	 in	geography.	A	 field-visit	and	guest	speakers	will	provide	hands-on	
and	 in-depth	 information	related	 to	 the	 theme	and	 the	geography.	Students	will	work	on	
their	research	projects,	engaging	with	those	geographic	approaches	they	are	most	attracted	
to.	The	project	involves	literature	review	and	discussions	on	how	geography	contributes	to	
the	debate	of	relevant	contemporary	issues.		

During	 the	 final	 weeks	 we	 will	 discuss	 present-day	 inquiries	 in	 geography:	 (1)	 the	
planetary	 challenges	 that	 come	 with	 the	 !"#$%&'&()"),	 and	 (2)	 the	 recent	 societal	
challenges	related	to	instability	and	violence.	

Throughout	 the	 course	we	will	 identify	 and	 review	 the	 students’	perspectives	 and	major	
interests	within	geography.	There	will	be	room	for	reflections	and	discussions	on	specific	
questions	as	to	how	knowledge	 is	created	 in	g



GEOG 324 – Spring 2016 PAGE 2 

 2 

LEARNING	OUTCOMES	
	
This	 course	 seeks	 to	provide	 the	 students	with	 insights	on	 the	history,	development	and	
contemporary	 thoughts	 related	 to	 geography.	 The	 students	 will	 be	 exposed	 to	 diverse	
perspectives	 and	 approaches	 within	 physical	 and	 human	 geography.	 By	 examining	 a	
specific	topic	we	will	learn	about	academic	writing	and	the	application	of	specific	research	
methods	 for	 the	 inquiries	 under	 study.	 The	 course	 aims	 at	 promoting	 creativity	 and	
reflections	 on	 the	 students’	 own	 research	 interests,	 by	 critically	 assessing	 geographical	
scholarship	
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12.1.	
	
13.1	
	
15.1	

Research	traditions	and	philosophy	in	Geography	and	evolution	
of	geographic	thought		
	
-	Peet,	R.	(1998)	Modern	geographical	thought.	Oxford:	Blackwell,	
Chapter	1	Introduction:	Geography,	Philosophy	and	Social	Theory,	
pp.	1-33.	
	
-	Lees,	L.	(1999)	Critical	geography	and	the	opening	up	of	the	
academy:	lessons	from	‘real	life’	attempts.	!%)*-
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17.2.	
19.2.	
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23.2.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
24.2.	
26.2.	

Economic	Geography		
-	Graham,	S.	&	Thrift,	N.	(2007)	Out	of	order:	understanding	repair	
and	maintenance.	3$)&%<-85+#5%)->-?&(/)#<	24	(3):	1–25.		
-	Gregson,	N.;	Metcalfe,	A.	&	Crewe,	L.	(2007)	Identity,	mobility,	and	
the	throwaway	society.	@"A/%&"0)"#-*"9-7+*""/"2-BC-?&(/)#<-*"9-
?'*(),	25:	682-700.		
-	Gibson-Graham,	J.	K.	(2012)	Diverse	Economies:	Performative	
Practices	for	“Other	Worlds.	In	Barnes,	T.	J.;	Peck,	J.	&	Sheppard,	E.	
The	Wiley-Blackwell	Companion	to	Economic	Geography.	Chichester:	
John	Wiley	&	Sons	Ltd.		
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1.3.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
2.3.	
4.3.	

Environmental	Geography	
-	Lepawsky,	J.	&	McNarb	(2010)	Mapping	international	flows	of	
electronic	waste.	3$)-8*"*9/*"-1)&2%*'$)%,	54	(2):	177–195.		
-	King,	M.	&	Gutberlet,	J.	(2013).	Contribution	of	cooperative	sector	
recycling	to	greenhouse	gas	emissions	reduction:	a	case	study	of	
Ribeirão	Pires,	Brazil.	D*,#)-E*"*2)0)"#F-Vol.	33,	Issue	12,	pp.:	
2771-2780.	
-	Mitchell,	A.	(2015)	Thinking	without	the	‘circle’:	Marine	plastic	and	
global	ethics.	7&+/#/(*+-1)&2%*'$<	47:	77



 

 5 

	
	
12	

	
	
22.3.	
	
	
23.3.	
	
25.3.	

Challenges	and	directions	in	geography	
-	Fournier,	V.	(2012)	Escaping	from	the	economy:	the	politics	of	
degrowth.	4"#)%"*#/&"*+-:&5%"*+-&.-?&(/&+&2<-*"9-?&(/*+-7&+/(<.	28	
(11/12):	528	–	545.	
-	Klein,	N.	(2015)	This	changes	everything.	N.	Y.	Simon	&	Schuster,	Ch.	
11,	pp.	367-	387.	
	
Holiday	No	Class	

	
13	

29.3.	
30.3.		
1.4.	

	
Student	Presentations	

=
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demonstrating	engagement	with	the	literature.	The	concept	paper	should	around	10	pages	
(approximately	5000	words,	including	references).	The	paper	is	due	in	class	in	Week	12.	
	
!="#!*.%>%.(-+#7-7,/#7/,&,*1-1%)*#0?@A8#
	
In	 Week	 13,	 the	 students	 will	 give	 a	 presentation	 on	 their	 research	 and	 the	 findings	
discussed	 in	 the	 concept	 paper.	 Students	 can	 use	 PowerPoint	 or	 any	 other	 related




